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Cloning and Expression Analysis of Two ERF Genes in Pericarp of
Russet Mutant of ‘Dangshansuli’ Pear
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Abstract: The aim was to understand the function of ethylene responsive factor (ERF) in Pyrus bretschneideri.
Two ERF genes were cloned from pericarp of ‘Dangshansuli’ and its russet mutant ‘Xiusu’ by using 3’ RACE and
PCR monthods. Both of genes had typical conserved domain of AP2/ERF, named as PbERF2 and PbERF4, with
GenBank accession No. of KJ623716 and KJ623718, respectively. The phylogenetic tree showed that PbERF2
had closed correlation with ERF1 in loquat (Eriobotrya japonica) and PbERF4 was closed to ERF1 in cucumber
(Cucumis sativus). Semi-quantitative RT-PCR indicated that expressions of PhERF2 and PbERF4 in pericarps
were higher than those in sarcocarps, and both hardly expressed in leaves. Real-time RT-PCR showed that
expressions of PhERF2 and PbERF4 in pericarps of ‘Xiusu’ was significant higher than those in ‘Dangshansuli’,
and expression trend of them was upgrade at first and then descend. These would provide theory foundation for
further study on mechanism of ERF family genes in pear.

Key words: Pear; ERF gene; Realtime RT-PCR

A (Pyrus bretschneideri)t (0,5 Fz B A HLAHS 4R BRI EREL R BEER AR AR B R
HEFAR BB REE Y, Eﬁ%ﬁﬁ%m%ﬁfﬂl gkt , NAEJG 75 d TFER, CBIR R B e AR A
BE 50 A 0 LI BRAL 19 1 MR R A AR S B B, B LLITRAY " SR B o i R TR SR B2 A

W HE: 2015-01-09 EZHH: 2015-03-02

EEWA: FEARFAEESTH(B1101519); FZIAL " M H AN F B LI (CARS-29-14) % )

FEF TS ERAR1989~), 55 WA, WFFE 7 o) R R T 8 IR 58037 . E-mail: wangmengdong1989@sina.cn
* il {5 E#H Corresponding author. E-mail: hengwei@ahau.edu.cn



380 PG Iy 2 )

234

f, 24 RAPD, AFLP. ISSR 4»FHrictfse, i
A AR R,

AR Y a5 8 A b an S
XF AL B R R AR & T e iR e Y,
I WP R BT L P B AT BB L. AP2/ERF 5
T Bt S R 3% i AEAE TR Y T, T2 2 5
YA SIE S ESY, 24 % N T (Ethylene
responsive factor, ERF)J& T AP2/ERF ¢ ik rh 5 %
) — G, R RGN R 2 — KA G R
H, Z 504D AEEYIEES &S
PR 5 AR A AR B ai v] LA S K R (Oryza
sativa)lt) OsBIERFI. OsBIERF3 ¥ OsBIERF4 %
K. ERF 3 [H 1 7 ili(Lycopersicum esculentum)
ik i R I8 A AR 1Y BT BN 5RO A [ R A 4R
= ML (Nicotiana tabacum)™ #8335 GmERF3
FER AT 5 PR S5 LI 3R 38, 3 58 000 75 At o0 7R
HAEAE G 2 BB ME LA b b b R aE M, FE
(Musa paradisiaca)ft 5z 2\ B AR e AL IR M8 B
MR R MaERF FEH 365 W Tt

HHET, A1 XA ERF FE A 1Y s b 5 R A 5T ik
WA DWLHRIE . AR EEELL I BRAL F R
AN & B IR B R pA k), R H] RACE HoR sifE T
PSP A G LR ERF 285, s+, JF A7 AH G
AT B2 o B AU FE i PCR 3 A A4~ 2 A
TEAR RIS 3K ; FI ] Real-time RT-PCR A I
PSR RITE 3 A4S & IR Bz v i 3638, DA T Sl T
A T fi# ERF 3R K EAR B 1 D RE S bRk 4 .

1 APRERI T 12

1.1 #7434

M3 B4 8L b L Bk BL ° (Pyrus bretschneideri
‘Dangshansuli”) Al “Z5Ek " (‘ Xiusu” )R H Z A 11
B 2. 2013 4F5p5l7EdE)s 25d. 75 d AT 150 d
BE ML BOR S2 4% 10 A4, 43 5 UV EBCR A AT T mm J&
R o B R B R AN R A5
JETRAFET —80°CUKAFHH -

1.2 Zoga, KFIFI54

RNA # Ht i 7 % (StarSpin Plant RNA Mini
Kit)fl & 22 2 40 H4(DHSa Chemically Competent
Cells)IlJ) H Genstar A H) , 5% 5% (M-MLV Reverse
Transcriptase) . /& (pGEM"-T Easy Vector Systems I).

PCR MIX (GoTaq"” GreenMaster Mix)IJ [ Promega
/57l . Real-time 357 (PrimeScript™ RT reagent Kit
with gDNA Eraser)#ll SYBR"® Premix Ex Taq™" I 14
Taraka /3 F] .

3 1 g AT IS 1Y)

Table 1 Primers tested

5% Primer J351 Sequence (5'~3")

ERF2-5F ATGTGTGGTGGTGCTATCATTTCCG
ERF2-5R ATCCAGCATCCACAGGTCCAAC
ERF2-R GTTACTATTAAACATAAACAC
ERF2-3F1 CTCTTCACCGCTTCCATCTCTG
ERF2-3F2 CTCAACCGAGTTTCCAGACC
ERF4-5F ATGGCGACTGCAGCTGCTCCGTCT
ERF4-5R ACTGCCGAAACCCGAACCTT
ERF4-R GCCTCTCTCTAATAATTTAA
ERF4-3F1 TCAACGCTCCCTCCGCCGCCC
ERF4-3F2 AGCGGCACTTCCACGAATGATAC

ERF2-BDL-F  CCCTCTTCACCGCTTCCAT
ERF2-BDL-R  GCTAGAACAATTCCGCTGCCT
ERF4-BDL-F  CCAAGACCAACTTCCCTGCG
ERF4-BDL-R TATCCTCATACATCCGAAACG

YgERF2-F GAGTCAGGTGGTGAGTGGAAGC

YgERF2-R CAAACAGCACACGGTACACAAAC

YgERF4-F GGCGGTAATGCCACGGTC

YgERF4-R AACCAGCGATGAGAGGGAAA

3'-CDS AAGCAGTGGTATCAACGCAGAGTACTTTTTTT-
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

UPM long CTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGCAAGCAGTGGT-
ATCAACGCAGAGT

NUP AAGCAGTGGTATCAACGCAGAGT

Actin-F TGGTGTCATGGTTGGTATGG

Actin-R CAGGAGCAACACGAAGTTCA

1.3 EFE = EFN F

% H StarSpin Plant RNA Mini Kit £ i % 111
BR AL 45 B B9 SR B2 RNA, HH M-MLV Reverse
Transcriptase JZ %% 5% i, LA 3'-CDS N 51 ¥ & W&
cDNA, Ul B FHAE . ARYE 7 ILIERAL R S5 IR
S R ARAR IS ERF 2557 83N A B %
it 5" v S 51 4 ERF2-5F 1 ERF2-5R, ERF4-
SF 1 ERF4-5R, LI 2 cDNA WA #EfT PCR §~
14, PCR ZWIZE 1% T AE B BaE i L Uk 4347 Il
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42 8] pGEM-T 4K F & 4 B br i By BHA: 1
v R 2 DRI AR KA RS =] 40 S ) 36k, 45 3]
PN FEE Y 5 07 4. %11 3" RACE 514 ERF2-
3F1 il ERF2-3F2, ERF4-3F1 #ll ERF4-3F2, 43 %l
1 UPM long. NUP #4750 PCR 44, vafé iH
AT 3 A . KRG S i AN 37 i ) T & )T
51, #I ] DNAMAN $F A7 94, k45 2 4
FHE &K FF . AR AL 37 )7 5T
U514 ERF2-R 1 ERF4-R, 454 5" o F 0|9
ERF2-5F fil ERF4-5F #£17 PCR ¥ 34 , 10 UF PF 45 45
Ho S 45 4 NCBI b 47 BLAST X, #H
DNAMAN ., BioEdit ZE8F 7547404

14 EREYERESH

fifi FH| Protparam [ ¥ (http://web.expasy.org/prot-
param/), Tl PbERF2 Fl PbERF4 W 1~ 3 [H] 2 5
BB ME BT, R FH MEGAS.0 544 % 93 )
(") PbERF2 Il PbERF4 P~ [ 19 2 FL R 7 51 il
NCBI £ 2% 53¢ ERF 4 H B & HE IR 7 91 AT R 2k
I3

1.5 HREiX

A3 BRI B 1L BRAL R B BR AR S5 150 d 1Y
TRz TSR RIS I A RNA, SO s o —4E
¥ it 4 5 M 51 ¥ ERF2-BDL-F 1 ERF2-BDL-R,
ERF4BDL-F #1 ERF4-BDL-R, fifi F ¥ & — 201 2
BESREP=H) RARAR, ABL Actin FER R NER, T2 E
& RT-PCR.,

1.6 EERIESH

I3 AR b L REL A BB IR 4B 25 d. 75d
F1 150 d 2 H7 B 5 RNA, B SR — 4, BETTH 45
P 51 ¥ YGERF2-F Ml YgERF2-R, YgERF4-F Al
YgERF4-R, IFY Actin N2, 51908 Actin-F
Fl Actin-R, 3K E K, ffi H] STEPONE % &
PCR {47 5 5t 43 A1, i 7 R 1] TaKaRa 2\ w] 1Y
SYBR® Premix Ex Taq™ II, #% M8 7] 156 B 45 R 47
AR,

2 G55

2.1 ERFERE KK TE[E
HRAE 7 LI R AL AR IR 4 Sk AL P AR A5 A

A ERF 25 5 3RINFE M B B, Bt 57 vfe 1k 5
¥) ERF2-5F H ERF2-5R, ERF4-5F H ERF4-5R,
DL B2 ¢cDNA i # # 17 PCR 9714, PCR %)
25 1% BENEERE AL UK AT L B, 4% 3] pGEM-T
AR W B bR A By B B re % 2 IR AR R
AR A 43 50 e 55 E , 75 2 AN FE R B 57 T
5], % it 3" RACE 5] % ERF2-3F1 £ ERF2-3F2,
ERF4-3F1 Fl ERF4-3F2, 43 Jj] fl UPM long. NUP
AT PCR 3G, wwbe th N SE K1Y 37 3751 .
Horp 1ANEER Y 57 v A1 37 43S 765 bp (B 1: A)
F1482 bp (B 1: By 1R, it PHEAS 2] 1020 bp 19
421 cDNA JFH (18 3), Horh TR el 52 HE A 816 bp, 37
uitr 4 4 5 X 4 204 bp, iy 44 & PPERF2, GenBank

M A M C
2000 bp 2000 bp 2000 bp
1000 bp 1000 bp 1000 bp
750 bp 750 bp 750 bp
500 bp 500 bp 500 bp
250 bp 250 bp 250 bp
100 bp 100 bp

100 bp

| PbERF2 B[] PCR § 4. A: 5' RACE; B: 3' RACE; C: &K
JFHHAIE ; M: DNA Marker .

Fig. 1 PCR amplification of PbERF2. A: 5" RACE; B: 3' RACE; C:
Verification of full length sequence; M: DNA Marker.

2000 bp

2000 bp 2000 bp

1000 bp
750 bp
500 bp
250 bp
100 bp

1000 bp
750 bp

500 bp

1000 bp
750 bp

500 bp
250 bp
100 bp

250 bp
100 bp

2 PhERF4 JEN Y PCR §44. A: 5" RACE; B: 3’ RACE; C: &2k
JEHAIE; M: DNA Marker.

Fig. 2 PCR amplification of PbERF4. A: 5" RACE; B: 3' RACE; C:
Verification of full length sequence; M: DNA Marker.
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I CIGETCEETECTATCATTTCCEACTTCAT CECCECCARGCECEECCEEARAGCTRACEECECAGRACCICTER
¥ C & && 2 I I 5 D F I 2 2 KR & R EKUL T 22 L DL W
TCACATCTTCCCACCATITCTGACCTCCTCGECATACACCACTCCARCACCATCARCARACACCCACGAGRATCAC
s 0L £ T I 5 L L &I D H S5 NN 5 I N EKE g F E N H
AAGETGETCCAR AR CCCCA R COATCTATCACCA R R CTACTCACRACTGATGAGARRCCCARCRARCECEAGCEREE
K vV @Q K P K P 5 I T EKEWV VY T S5 D E K P EKE&AZIZS G
TCTGCIGCTECCECT AR CECA R CACACTCACCAR AR R CETETACACACERA A TARCECAGRACECCETEEEECRRR
S 2 2 2 A E & KE R VvV R ENV ¥ R &I R g R P W & K
TEEECEECTEAGATTCGCEACCCCCACR A A CECETCCEEETCTGECTCGECACCTATGACACCECTGAGGRARECC
W &2 2 E I R D P H E WV RV WUL & T Y D T &2 E E 2
GCCCECECTTACCATEAACCCECCETECECATCCECEEERACAREECCARCCTCARCTTITECCCARCCERCCACCT
L R » ¥ 0D E A 2 VvV RIUROGEG?DE K22 EKULWNU FLWZGLQ P B P
ICT I CACCECTICCAT CI CT GECT AT ACECCECCECCRACEAR A CEACETCCATICTITECTCACT CARALT
5 8§ P L P 5 L 2 P I T P P P T K R R C I ¥V &2 E 5 T
CEEETGEAGCCEACT CARCCEACTITCCAGACCEETICTTACTATTATGATCCATTATATCACGECEETGETEET
= v E P T @Q P 5 F Q T &€ 5 ¥ ¥ ¥ b P L ¥ H & & & &
A AT T AT T AR G A TR T T TG T CEACEECACCTATCACCTCARCEAGCACATATEEAGCTTE
& E M Y A EN E VL & D &R Y E L KE g I W 5 L
CACTCEITCT I GEEECT CEACCACET T GETACAGCACCCEACT CACCT T CACT CEARCCEETCACTCERAL
E 5§58 F L & L D E YV VYWYV E &L P S5 G VWV 5 & 85 & E 5 D
TCGTTGGACCTGTGGATGCTGGAIGACCIGGIGGCATATCGGCAACAAGGGCAGCTTCIGTA#[EEFGCAGCGEA

5 L. 0 L W MM L DD DL VvV 2 Y R S Q & O L L Y *
ATICTICTACCT AR T AT T TCCATCECCACCART AR AR R CATATTAATTARRTTATCTACCTTTAATTITACEIET
IR A TET AT T TCAGT AT T AT AT GACTGEETTTCTCTACCETGIGCTIGTITTIGCITCEETICITTATETITTA
ATACTAACGECTITTICGICCTARRRARRRRARARRARRARARARARD

Pl 3 PhERF2 MR IT TR DI HIE S I Z MR T A1 . ATG: JRIRERS T 5 TAA: & LT
Fig. 3 cDNA sequence of PhERF?2 and deduced amino acid sequence. ATG: Start codon; TAA: Stop codon.

SRS N KI623716, Hie K IGE A Bk 983 bp (]
1: O), JFAIM N S PR R —5 7 1 AR

5" ¥ A1 3" 3 43 A 462 bp (B 2: A)FI 450 bp (& BT ER
2: B) AT R, DR S5 193] 780 bp A 4K cDNA J¥
HN(E 4y, Forb I HE R 537 bp, 37 S IE 4 i 22 EYIERESH

X+ 243 bp, fiT 44 & PPERF4, GenBank & 55 A HEEANELER H Protparam i il

KJ623718, Hi K Bk i Bt 748 bp (K 2:C), ¥ PbERF2 F1 PbERF4 %5 it £ [ A9 B AL M o, 4fE I
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E:EFCGACTGCAGCTGCTCCGTCTTCCTCCCGCGAGGGCCACTACAGGGGGGTGAGGAAGCGTCCATGGGGCCGG
M 2 T 2 A2 &2 P 5 5 5 R E £ H ¥ B & VvV R E R P W & R
TACCCCECACGRR R TCCGECACCCATERAA AR CACEACCETCTEECTCEECACATTCCACACCCCERAGERRAGCC
¥ 2 2 E I R D P W E ET R ¥ WL & T F LD T PEP E E 2
GCCCTCECCTACGACGECECCECCARRACCCTCCECEECECCARGECCARCACCARCTTCCCTECECCEATCCCC
42 L » ¥ O £# A A R T L R £ &2 K » E T W F B 2 EF I F
ACCEECATATCCCTCEACCTCARCCGCTCCCTCCECCECCCACTEEECCACTCACTCCEGECCECCTCETCEARATTC
s & I 5 L o L W &2 PF 5 2 2 H W &2 T H S &€& B L W E F
CTCCACACCEECETCCTCAACCACATCEECACCEECACTTCCACGARTCATACCCTECCETTEATCECEARRALE
L #H T & v L W 0¥ & 5 <& T 5 T W D T L EF L M 2 R R
CAACCTCAGCAR A CTCCACT TEETETEECEEEAR A TETCEELEECEECEETAATECCACCETCECEEARGETTLE
E P QL T BV &£V 2 &NV & & & 66 N 2T WV 2 E & 5
GETT TG ACTACGECETCT T T TCT CECACTEETCCGECETGECTTGCCEATTEATCTCAATCAGCCTCCTCCC
& ¥r & 5§ T 2 5 ¥r L & L v R R & L P I D L N E F E P
TIGTGECT ‘GAGT AGCATTAATCCTCCCECCETICCTICTGTGTITTIITCCCTCTCATCGCTGETTCTAATTR

L W L =
TCICTCGCCAT AR TTTTICTITITATITTAGTATTTTCACTAATTATCTAR A CARR R TCTTCACTGTTACGTTIC
GEATGCTATCAGGATATTAATATTTCACGACAGCRAR AR R 2 A T2 R TETTCTTARA A TTARATTATTACGRCACGAGECTT
TTIICTITIGT

Kl 4 PhERF4 BT TRV RN A9 LR T 51 . ATG: IR s TGA: KRS T
Fig. 4 cDNA sequence of PhERF4 and deduced amino acid sequence. ATG: Start codon; TGA: Stop codon.

IR IS PRZES R —2 P45 SR, ChR R
Kz v PbERF2 Fl PhERF4 1) cDNA 5415 ‘tig 1111k
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55— EjERF1
49 PbERF2
MdJERF1
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81 DKERF10
[ AdERF4
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%6 NtERF32
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5 PbERF2 Fl PhERF4 5 AR ERF 28 1 R GEHE AR o 73 3015 s BB B 28 383 EJERF: LAt ; MAERF: S5t AAERF: BiAihk;
LeERF: #/ifi; AtERF: #1RiJF; CsERF: #{JK; ZmERF: FK; StERF: D444 ; CaERF: WIHERS ; NtERF: 4% ; PbERF: [144; DKERF: fili.
Fig. 5 Phylogenetic tree of PhERF2 and PbERF4 with ERF proteins in other plants. Data upon branch nodes are bootstrap. EJERF: Eriobotrya

Jjaponica; MAERF: Malus x domestica; AdERF: Actinidia deliciosa; LeERF: Lycopersicum esculentum; AtERF: Arabidopsis thaliala; CSERF: Cucumis
sativus; ZmERF: Zea mays; StERF: Solanum tuberosum; CaERF: Coffea arabica; NtERF: Nicotiana tabacum; POERF: Pyrus bretschneideri; DKERF:

Diospyros kaki.

P2 20 1 X000 518 CranoHagrsNa7aOu0sSs il
Cia1Hy301N,47004,S5, AH X 43 5 5 43 71 oy 29827.5
F118800.1, 55 HL s 735l Ry 7.71 A1 9.76., PRIBHHES:
P KT 10 h, AR S 5050518 41.57 1
43.83, AR A E TARREE A . B 7 s oy
(1) 5% H(Asp + Glu)43- 51 & 35 1 15, & (1) 1E H far
1 5% FE(Arg+Lys)s3 3l o~ 36 #1119, SR K 485045751
g —0.609 F1 —0.349, T A K A .

RGNS F] F MEGAS.0 % 4 i1
Neighbor-Joining 75, PbERF2 Fll PbERF4 5 H
5 GenBank H B 25 I HAY) F ERF 5 HUF T
ARG AR M. NI S AT & i, PbERF2 St
Wi(Eriobotrya japonica)i] EJERF1 3 % & 2 il
PbERF4 N J&5 # J\(Cucumis sativus)it CSERF1 L
LZE L7 s

23 EREMARERERIE

M 6 Al L, PbERF2 F PERF4 TEM FH L
PR R R AR & TRA, BB
A RIE T T LA

PbERF2

PbERF4

Actin = = r— — — ==

a b c d e f
6 PbERF2 Fll POERF4 FEREARF AL R IA . a~c: B ILIER
B d~f CEBER; a,d: M boer BRI oof B
Fig. 6 Expressions of PhDERF2 and PbERF4 in different tissues. a—c:

‘Dangshansuli’; d-f: ‘Xiusu’; a,d: Leaf; b,e: Sarcocarp; c,f: Pericarp.
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oM7L K%L’ Dangshansuli’ m 450k’ Xiusu’
100 a 100
PbERF?2 PbERF4 a

& 80 g 80F .
& 5 18 3
8 6.0 [ b = & 6.0
RS 40f re 40F a
<3 a Zg b

= ' ’L._l | -

L. . L |
25 75 150 25 ] 150

AEJ5 KL Days after full bloom

A6 )5 KEL Days after full bloom

7 PbERF2 F1 PPERF4 FERFE Ty L BRAL 1 850K SR B 336 . HE FRTRI PR 3R 22 5 I 3#(P<0.05)
Fig. 7 Expression of PhERF2 and PPERF4 in pericarp of ‘Dangshansuli’ and ‘Xiusu’. Different letters above column indicate significant difference

at 0.05 level.
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Ml POERF4 W3k i ¥ B & T 1L EkEL, HLkE
KB MR, AL 8 AU Ry Je Tt i Je
TR(El 7).

3118

ERF % 5 K+ 2 AUAFAE T i3 S rh iy —
FERIE A F 5, Fe 2 AF ) GCC-box Z55 H H M
M R 4 B A5 2 A9 Tang %5 48 B Capsicum
annuum)® CaPF1 % A\ 753K F ¥ (Pinus strobus)%&
DRI 20 J5 e BRAZ AT R T T 57 A5 300 15 Ay it 52 44 )l 34
Jnt s BEHAR (Gossypium hirsutum)f) ERF W5 % b
GhERF4 . GhERF2. GhERF3 . GhERF6 1 GhERFI
FEME 3 AR AT 8 S 52 L& A ABA 4B
J& , RE—E R myrIE AR Y s e T
B TERF2 83 O {5 7 i A R IR b ia
BT PED, i 3k TERF2 5% JERF3 (1% 35 [ Al
L7 SRR 6= S AT & S INTE 7T = O ¥ (31797 S|
(TR 37 S50 R B i SRk GmERF3 I, 4L ]
TR 2R 558 3 R 0 B 4R & AR
(AR I W 2 R A BT ST AR B8 7, 1 LG 2 2
HUE A Y T A R T,

A 5 50 B i) PDERF2 FlI PbERF4, 2 [t %t
K RSO M € 0 ERF Rt FE A, 2F 2 & B oR
PbERF2 I PPERF4 754 PUFI R e rh 44 33k, 1
R LA RS R A R I R A A —

25 S0, 7R TR 28 1 Hh ol R & H5 R TR AR
B0k B2 3 4k B AT PERF2 Fl PERF4
2Rk B B 5 T L BRAL T, B 2 BT
1 5 B AR Y e UL B PDERF2 A1 PBERF4 15 54
BB L AEYMREIVE A . PbERF2 SHEAE(Eriobotrya
japonica)i¥) EjERF1 [A] YR PE % &, EjERF1 3Z (K&
JHp 365, 7R AR IR it B Hh SR S BfERF1 B %% 5%
A = B 5L 0 1) #a #40 POERF4 5 8 JIN(Cucumis
sativus)f) CSERF1 = B[R] U, # %7 2k~ CsERF1
FEREWE T, H 2R 1Ak 2R AT {2 s 5 2 A
' CsERFI fy7&3i52Y, £ POERF2 Fll POERF4 75
Ah S SHiinl f B HAE PR 15 ik —
AR -
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