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THE IDENTITY OF DUNNIA ASSAMICA (HOOK. f.)
RIDSD. (RUBIACEAE)

Ge Xuejun

(South China Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica, Guangzhou 510650)

 Abstract Dunnia assamica (Hook. f.) Ridsd. is reduced to a synonymy of Neohymenopogon
assamicus (Hooker f.) Bennet.
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Dunnia, a monotypic genus, was established by Tutcher!! in 1905. It is characterized
by having persistent calyx-lobes and one of which in few flowers enlarging into petaloid.

In 1978, Ridsdale® transferred Hymenopogon assamicus Hook. f. to Dunnia, and made
the new combination Dunnia assamica (Hook. f.) Ridsd. He indicated that ‘ Dunnia differs
from Hymenopogon in the shape of corolla, the form and mode of dehiscence of the fruit,
and in the shape of the seeds’. By examining other material of Hyrhenopogon, Ridsdale
considered that the shape of the corolla and the form of the immature seeds of
Hymenopogon assamicus deviated considerably from the type species of Hymenopogon and
agreed with that of Dunnia.

During the revision of genus Dunnia, the present author examined the type ‘of
Hymenopogon assamicus Hook. f. The most distinct difference between these two genera is:

the calyx-lobes of few flowers (4—6 per inflorescence) in Dunnia are unequal, one of which
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enlarges into ‘petaloid’, up to 5%X2 cm, while the calyx-lobes in Hymenopogon are
subequal, none greatly enlarges to ‘petaloid’ . But there are only some leafy reticulated
bracts®) (3—5 per inflorescence), up to 6%2 cm. In the inflorescence of Hymenopogon
assamicus there are some conspicuous bracts, but no any petaloid calyx-lobes.

The form of immature seeds in Hymenopogon assamicus could not fepresent the shape of
seeds in mature condition. Although the corolla between the Hymenopogon assamicus an-d
the Dunnia sinensis Tutch. is similar in appearance, Ridsdale ignored the difference between
bract and enlarged calyx-lobe. So, he erroneously described the calyx-lobe in Dunnia sinensis
" Tutch. as bract.

The name Hymenopogon Wall. is a later homonym of Hymenopogon P. Beauv. (1804),
therefore, it was substituted by a new name Neohymenopogon BennetP. Accordingly, I hereby
reduce Ridsdale’s combination into a synonym. '

. Neohymenopogon assamicus (Hooker f.) Bennet, Indian Forester, 107(7): 436. (1981).
Type: Masters s. n., s. 1. (Holotype K. -

Hymenopogon assamicus Hooker f., Fl. Brit. Ind. 3: 34. 1880; Kanjilal & Das, FIl.
Assam 3: 25. 1939. |

Dunnia assamica (Hook. f.) Ridsd. in Blumea 24: 368. 1978. syn. nov.
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