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An Additional Note on Two Species of Pleione (Orchidaceae) from China
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Abstract: Two little known species of Pleione (Orchidaceae) from China were noted, i.e., Pleione arunachalensis
Hareesh, P. Kumar & M. Sabu and P. humilis (Sm.) D. Don. Detailed morphological descriptions and photographs
were provided. The voucher specimens were deposited in the herbarium of Yunnan Academy of Forestry and
Grassland (YAF).
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Pleione humilis (Sm.) D. Don, Prodr. FI. Nepal.

37. 1825. Hunt & Vosa in Kew Bull. 25: 428. 1971;
Cribb et al. in Curtis’s Bot. Mag. 184. 119, t. 863.
1983; Cribb & Bultterfield, gen. Pleione: 77. 1999;
Chen et al. in Flora of China 25: 329. 2009. =
Epidendrum humile Sm., Exot. Bot. 2: 75. t. 98. 1806.
Coelogyne humilis (Sm.) Lindl., Collect. Bot., sub t.
37. 1821. = Cymbidium humile (Sm.) Lindl., Coll.
Bot. t. 37. 1826; Type: Nepal, based on icon. Buchanan-
Hamilton [holotype LINN!, isotype British Library
(India Office)!].

= C. humilis (Sm.) Lindl. var. tricolor Rchb. f. in
Gard. Chron. ser. 2, 13: 394. 1880. Type: origin
unknown, cult. Bull (holotype W!).

= C. humilis (Sm.) Lindl.var. albata Rchb.f. in
Gard. Chron., ser. 3, 3: 392. 1888. Type: origin
unknown, cult. Sander (holotype W!).

= P. humilis (Sm.) D. Don var. purpurascens
Pfitzer, in H. G. A. Engler (ed), Pflanzenr., IV, 50:
122.1907. Type unknown.

= P. diantha Schltr. in Orchis 9: 44 (1915). Type:
Myanmar (Burma), cult. Hennis (holotype B, destroyed).

= P. humilis (Sm.) D. Don var. pulchella E. W.
Cooper in Roy. Hort. Soc., Dict. Gard. 3: 1606, 1951.
Type unknown.

Pleione humilis var. amitii R.Pal, Dayamma &
Medhi, J. Orchid Soc. India 25: 73. 2011. contrary to
Art. 40.7 (Shenzhen Code, 2018). syn. nov.
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Fig. 1 Pleione arunachalensis (A—F) and P. humilis (G-K). A, G: Habitat; B, I: Flower; C, K: Plant with flower; D: Tepals; E, J: Lip and Column. F, H: Lip.
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