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A New Species of Buxaceae from Guangdong
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Buxus chaoanensis H. G. Ye, sp. nov. Fig. ]

Species floribus femineis inter stylos 3 glandibus praeditis insignis, B. cephalanthae Levl.
et Vant. var. shantouensi M. Cheng affinis, sed foliis obovato-spathulatis, crasse coriaceis,
nervis lateralibus utrinque obsoletis differt. Type: Guangdong, Chaoan Xian, in crevices of
rocks of valleys, alt. 300 m. H. G. Ye 319 (holo-, IBSC).

Evergreen shrub, 10-30(-40) cm high. Branchlet angulate, glabrous. Leaves opposite;
petiole 1-2 mm, papillose; leaf blade thickly leathery, obovate to narrowly obovate, 1-1.5 cm
long and (3-) 4-7 mm broad, apex rounded, emarginate, base cuneate, decurrent into a short
petiole, margin entire, trevolute; midrib raised on both sides; lateral nerves inconspicuous.
Inflorescence terminal and axillary, capitate; rhachis 4—6 mm long, puberulent, with 1-2 pairs
of bract at base; bracts narrowly ovate-triangular, 1.5 mm x 0.6 mm, apex acuminate. Male
flower 5-6 in each inflorescence, subsessile; Sepal 4, triangular-ovate, cymbiform, 1.5-2 mm x
0.8 mm; anther ¢c. | mm; filament flat; reduced pistil small, style c. 2 mm. Female flower
solitary at apex of the inflorescence; petal 6, ovate, cymbiform, c. 2 mm x | mm, apex acute,
ciliate; ovary ovoid, ¢. 2.5 mm, with 3 large glands among the styles; style 3 erect, c.] mm;
stigma obovate, 2 lobed. Capsule ellipsoid, 5—6 mm long and 4.5 mm broad, apex emarginate.
Flowering : April; fruiting: Aug.—Oct.

Specimens examined: Guangdong, Chaoan Xian. In crevices of rocks in valleys, alt: 300 m.
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A distinctive species, in many ways similar to B. cephalantha Levl. et Vant. var. shan-
touensis M. Cheng, differs mainly in having three large glands among styles at the top of the
ovary, and thickly leathery obovate-spathulate leaves.

E 1 Fig. | %8 Busus chaoanensis H. G. Ye
1. TE¥% Flowering branches; 2. {£/F Inflorescence; 3. i 7% Male flower; 4. 1 Female flower; 5. §£ 3£ Fruit;
6, 7. 5 _| T Adaxial surface of leaf blade; 8,9. M /1% T Abaxial surface of leaf blade (X1)iE %542 Drawn by LIU Yun-xiao)
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