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Advances in the Rhododendron and Rhododendron Shrub Communities

SU Kai-gi, CHEN Ya-qi, YANG Hui-min”

(State Key Laboratory of Grassland Agro-ecosystems; College of Pastoral Agriculture Science and Technology, Lanzhou University; Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: The origin, distribution, adaption, community structure and succession characteristics of Rhododendron
were reviewed, and the further research and rational utilization prospected. The origin center of Rhododendron
was southwest China and the regions from the Himalayas to northern Myanmar, and Guizhou Baili Rhododendron
Forest is the widest wild Rhododendron resource bank all over the world. The adaption of Rhododendrons was
closely related with homophily, elevation similarity, evolution degree, and key functional traits. The comparison
method based on evolution-morphological functional characteristics provides reference for breeding Rhodo-
dendrons with good adaption. Rhododendron shrub community has its own particularity, showing complex
multi-level vertical structure, mosaic horizontal structure and obvious age structure. In term of succession
characteristics, the view was still to be proved that Rhododendron shrub community had succession to the top
level according to the large niche width of dominant species in the community and the small niche similarity ratio
between populations.
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Fig. 1 Vertical structure diagram of Rhododendron shrub community (Cited to modified from https://max.book118.com/htmI/2017/0613/114593904.shtm)
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Fig. 2 Horizontal structure diagram of Rhododendron shrub community
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