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Total Lignin Content in Pomegranate Seed Coat and Cloning and
Expression Analysis of PeCOMT Gene
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Abstract: In order to understand the correlation between seed hardness and total lignin content in seed coat of
pomegranate (Punica granatum), the seed hardness and total lignin content of six cultivars were measured by
Texture Analyser and thioglycolic acid method. The results showed that the correlation coefficient was 0.9246
between seed hardness and total lignin content in seed coat. A full-length cDNA sequence of 1456 bp (GenBank
accession No.: KJ713968) was cloned from pomegranate seed coat by RACE, named PgCOMT gene. Real-
time quantitative PCR showed that the relative expression of PgCOMT in ‘Hongyushizi’, ‘Fenpi’, ‘Huiliruanzi’,
‘Mengzitian’ and ‘Tunisiruanzi’ seed coat had a similar trend with seed hardness. The relative expression of
PgCOMT declined at first, and then rose with development stage of pomegranate seed coat the last stage. These
lay a foundation for further study the mechanism of soft seed traits in pomegranate.
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4 AR e AR ) A9 5 RNA, FH 1% SRS H e I v,
VKA T & . 2R TaKaRa 9 M-MLV S 5%
F &V A5E i cDNA Y58 —4% ., M4 Clonetech
N H] ) BD SMARTer™ RACE ¢cDNA Amplification
Kit 75 & i B 4543511 5 B 3’ cDNA Fil 5" cDNA.,

HRAE CLHT COMT JER (A P8 7 81 T8 95
¥ COMT-FI: 5'-AGGTCCTYATGGAGAGCTGG-
TA-3' fil COMT-R1: 5'-GTCGCTCCAGTCGTGGA-
GGATC-3', UL 2L £ A #7 F 2 cDNA A#id, PCR
KR ZR R 25 pL, IV FE P 4 :94°C 3 min; 94°C
30s, 55°C 30s, 72°C 1 min, 3t 30 MG, PCR "
BEPEI 2 1% SRR GE IS F K 43 B8 mlii, 7 4 &2
pGEM-T #d&, AL KGAT R (Escherichia coli) DH-
So, PRI T 3% 2 LI AE T AR w1

MR8 H (% R By 5151 3' RACE 9 3 i 55+
31 ¥ 3' GSP1: 5'-GACATACAAGGGCTTTGAGG-
GC-3' F13' GSP2: 5'-GCCGTGCTCAGTATGATCG-
TGG-3', 43 %l 5 3 F 51 %) UPM: 5'-CTAATACGA-
CTCACTATAGGGCAAGCAGTGGTATCAACGC-
AGAGT-3' #il NUP: 5'-AAGCAGTGGTATCAACG-
CAGAGT-3' ¥ 17 3’ ¢cDNA K ¥ §" #4, & it 5
RACE ¥ ¥4 (45 5514 5" GSP1: 5-CCGACATTC-
CCCTATTGAAGACCT-3' Fi 5' GSP2: 5-CGAACG-
CAGTCATTCCGTAGGC-3', 4% 58 549 UPM
FINUP #£47 5' cDNA Ky 34, #AEL RS R
BD SMARTer™ RACE cDNA Amplification Kit i
AU e PCR P4 i 4%3] pGEM-T
AT AL Z R T B DH-50, PRECA R 75 2% it
AT AW A E AT

FI] I DNAstar 5 {4 X 3k 45 11 1y 51 #E 45 % 2
AT B 5 PREE, 15 8 comT B A KT,
iz ] NCBI ¥ 3k (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/) £ $&
1 B0 P8 I i 1% 132 HE(Open Reading Frame, ORF);
Protparam X {4(http://web.expasy.org/protparam/) 73 ¥t
i R R IR R P 9 ALY A F o A A
P T 5 12 FH NCBI i 8 19 BLASTX X 22 5
B2 75 HEAT IR VR R AN He s B MR 2 P9 L
% DNAMAN #cf:
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Ml PgACTIN-PR: 5-ACTGAGCACAATGTTTC-
CA-3', PgCOMT-PF: 5'-GTGCTGCGCTTTCAACA-
CCTAC-3' #l PgCOMT-PR: 5-CGTCCCATTAACC-
ACCACAAGA-3', 1R # TaKaRa 72 7 i) SYBRTM
Premix Ex TaqTM iX 7| & % W] 5, fif J§ ABI
STEPONE %20 5E & PCR XX PgCOMT M 4T
SE A f PCR A3, PCR ¥ 88 2 5 4+ 95 °C Ti 2%
£ 30 $;95CPE 5 s, 60°CIE K 1 min, 3L 40 ME
W BEARESD 4 BB R, i 2700 1k SR 1S Ay
T AR R i

PAAEJ 20, 40, 60, 80, 100 £ 120 d F¥) ‘4T
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, F4 BB R FE A 5 KGN PgCOMT H& R 7E SR
[ & & B Rk .
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K SPSS Ge it B A HEATAH e A BT, 45 SR 3R
BFDAFARLEE i 5 B A o 28 22 ) 222 T A DG, AH G
2%k 09246,
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HR A8 At ¥ Bl comT F& 1R (AR <F 7 5135 31
i IF51 9, UL 4L K Ak FP B2 cDNA S AR, 28
PCR ¥4 v B A5 21 — 25K 419 bp 19 H 19 Fr Be(&]
3: A)o LR MNF F LW A5 B R comMT A
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cDNA Amplification Kit {57 & 15d B 45 43315 11 3
RACE Fl1 5' RACE 5|17 cDNA Ky 44 . 3’
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Fig. 1 Seed hardness of different pomegranate cultivars
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Fig. 2 Total lignin content in seed coat of different pomegranate cultivars
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RACE 1% 1 Z54F =i (18] 3: B), 28 Ml e Jf:
MR 3% 7 BORK B N 689 bp, Hiifu & 37 ANt
) polyA J& [ FN 3" i 422 3k 51 W 17 41, Ui WA 2 28 2]
ik 3" K. 5" RACE K78 1 £&5rR 154 (K 3: C)
I 2 W% BE K 621 bp, He 57 i A L 4f 4%
.
PR P T 515 B i R BT S T PR
HE] 1 25800 cDNA 751, K& R 1456 bp. HF
HAw4 l PgCOMT, GenBank & 5%5 4 KI713968.,

2.3 PsCOMTERE R EYEBRESH
il i NCBI ) ORF Finder 53 #fr, PgCOMT &

PR ) 41 cDNA 4 1456 bp, HH & 5" JE4iig X
116 bp, 3" JEZwtE X 227 bp FIFFHFEEHE 1113 bp,
it — A 370 IR I E T, R LG ST
A ATG, 2B TAA (K 4).

% H Protparam 43 Afr H # fb o4 B, #fE
PgCOMT E"Jﬁ:}%iﬁﬂﬂ Ci504H2846N4640527526 5 LEROR
+ 5 O 40300.8, 5F HL S (p) M 5.61. K PgCOMT
FE R G 5 1) 2 L 2 1 4 2 A7 TR R P 4 B (] S),
SRR R EILRIT I SR Z ALY COMT R
FER y 5 B AT 8 1) R IR PR . PgCOMT (1 24
iR ¥ 5 5l & 3 (Clarkia breweri) CbCOMT #Y [F]
U5 PE B, 8 90.0%, 5 B

R (Ricinus communis) .

1 AAGCAGTGGTATCAACGCAGAGTACGCGGGGGCCTTTCGCCCATCCTCTCCTTTIGTICTT
6l CCCTTCTTCCTCCGCTTCARCCTCTCAGCCTTCTCTTCACTCTCCCTCACCGGARRRTGG
M
121 GCTCCACCGGGCAATCAGCGGAGACCCAGATGACCCCGACCCAGGTCTCCGACGAGGAGG
G S T G QR S A ETOQMTUPTOGQUV S DEE
181 CCAACCTCTTCGCTATGCAGCTGGCCAGCGCCTCCGTCCTCCCCATCGTCCTCAAGGCCG
A NLFAMOGQULASA A SV YVILUPMUVILI KH-ZAZ
241 CCCTGGAGCTCGACCTCCTCGAGATCATGGCCAAGTCATGCCCCGCCAGAGGCGGCTACA
A L ELDULTLETIMABAI K ST CUPA RARTGEGY
301 TCTCCTCCTCCGACATCGCCGTCCAGCTCCCCACCATCAACCCCGAGGCCCCCGTCACGC
I $ S SDIA AV QLU PTTINU PEPEH ATZPTVT
361 TCGACCGCGTCCTCCGCCTCCTGGCCAGCTACTCCGTCCTCACATGCAAGCTCAGGGACC
LDRVILRLTLASTYSVULTTZ CI KTLTZRTD
421 TCCCCGATGGGAAGGTCGAGAGGCTCTACGGGCTCGGCCCCGTCTGCAAGTTCTTGACGA
L PDGEKVEIRTLYGLG?PVCI KT FTLT
481 AGAACGAGGACGGCGTATCGATCGCTCCGCTCTGCCTCATGAACCAGGACAAGGTCCTICA
K NEDGVSIAPLTCLMNAGQDIEKTVTL
541 TGGAGAGCTGGTATCACTTGARAGATGCGATTCTCGAAGGTGGAATCCCGTTCAACARAG
M E S WY HTULI KT DA RATITLTETGS GTIU PTFNUDNK
601 CCTACGGAATGACTGCGTTCGAGTACCATGGCACTGATCCCCGATTCAACAAGGTCTITCA
A Y GMT ATFEYVYHGTTUDU PRTE FINI KTVTF
661 ATAGGGGAATGTCGGATCACTCTACTATTACCATGAAGAAGATCCTCGAGACATACARAGG
N R G M SDHSTTITMEKIEKTITLTETYK
721 GCTTTGAGGGCCTGARACACAATTGTCGATGTCGGTGGTGGAACCGGAGCCGTGCTCAGTA
G FEGLDNTTIUVDVGG6G66TSGATVL S
781 TGATCGTIGGCTAAGTACCCATCGATCAAGGGCATCAACTTCGACCTGCCACACGTGATCG
M I VA KYU®PSTII KS GTINT FTDTLUEPHUVI
841 AAGATGCTCCTTCTTTIGCCGGGTGTGGAGCATGTCGGAGGGGACATGTITTIGTCAGCGTIC
EDAPSLZPGVEU HBYVSGGIDMT FUVSYV
901 CGARAGGAGATGCCATCTTCATGAAGTGGATATGTCACGACTGGAGCGACGAGCACTGCC
P K GDAIT FMIEKWTITGCMHTDUWSUDTEHTC
961 TCAAGTTCCTCAAGAACTGCTACGCCGCGCTTCCCGACCATGGGAAGGTGATTGTGGECTG
L K F L KNCYAaARaAZALUZPUDU HGI KU VTIU VA
1021 AGTGCATCCTCCCATTGTCTCCTGACCCGAGCCTTGCGACCAAGGGAGTGATCCACATCG
E CI L PL S PDUPSULATI KTGV VTIH HI
1081 ACTGCATCATGTTGGCCCACAACCCAGGCGGGAAGGAGAGGACAGAGAAGGAGTTCGAGG
D CI ML AU HNU PG GI KTETRTTEIKETFE
1141 CCTTGGCTAAGGGGGCGGGATTCGAAGGGTTCCGCGTGGCGTGCTGCGCTTTCAACACCT
A L AKOGUAGT FETGT FRVVACCH RAMTFNT
1201 ACGTGATGGAGTTCCTCAAGAAGGCTTARARTTTTCCGGGATTTCGGGTACATATACARG
Y VMET FTLI KI KA2A
1261 CATTGATTIGCTIGGTITCTTIGIGGTGGTTAATGGGACGTCTTCTTGCTGATGGAGTTTTICCT
1321 ATGTATTGGTAATCTTAGTATTTCCTTCTTACARARAGAARAATARATAAGARARAGAGTG
1381 ATTTTTGIGCTGCTAARRRRRRAGARRAAAAARAAAAAAARARAAARARAAARAGTACTCTGC
1441 GITGATACCACTGCTT

&l 4 PgCOMT WIRZAT TR 51) Bt () 2 S ) 7

o ATG: BIGEIGT; TAA: Z1E%0 T

Fig. 4 cDNA sequence of PgCOMT and deduced amino acid sequence. ATG and TAA present start codon and stop codon, respectively.
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RcCOMT XP 002525818.1 39
PACOMT Q43609.1 89
PpCOMT XP 007218167.1 39
RchCOMT BAC78827.1 89
EcCOMT AADS50440.1 PEAPVHLDR IGRLLASY ST
EgCOMT CAA52814.1 : S ] ka‘MLDRIi LLASYSHEEN)
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SOV G A EIC AW THS R TLIDGKVER L YGLEP VCKF L TKNERGYSTAPLCLUNGDKVLEE SWYRILKDAVLEGG IPFHKAYGHTARE YHG TDPRFNKVF NG
RchCOMT BAC78827.1 HSLRTLPDGKVERL YGLEP VCKFLTKNEDGYS IABLCLMNQDK VLEESWYGILKDAVLEGG IPFNKAYGMTAFRYHG TDFRFNKYFNKGHBDHS
EcCOMT AADS50440.1 L TCHLRELPDGKVERL YGLAP VCKFLEKNEDGYSIA LELMNQDF LMESWY YLKDAVLEGG IPFNKAYGMTAFEYHG TDPRFNK I\II

EgCOMT CAA52814.1 L TCILRRILPDGKVERL YGLAP VCKF LEKNEDG VS T ABLGLHN QDK MLME SWY Y LKDAVLEGG IPFHKAYGMTAFE YHG TDPRFHK|
FvCOMT XP 004307899.1 LRTLPDGKVERL YGLEP VCKFLTKNEDGVS IABLCLMNQDKVLEE SWYBLKDAVLEGG IPFNhAyr‘mﬁfEYH(,TDPRFNK\?MBu]@nx 184
JcCOMT ACT87981.1 TLPDGKVEEL YGLAP VCKF L TKNEDGYS AP LCLMNQDKVLMESWILKBAVLEGG IPFNKAYGMTAFE YHG TDPRFNIVENKGMSDESIRRES
BpCOMT ACB41351.2 LRTLPDGRVERLYGLEPVCKFLTRNEDGYS TABLBLMNODKVLME SWY YLKDAVLEGG IPFNKABCMTERE yHCRDBRFNKVFNKCHSDHS JREES
BnCOMT ABG27066.1 RTLPEG PLYFLAFVCI‘FLTKNBZKW 1BPLCLMNQDKVLME SWY YLKDAVLEGG IPFNKAYGMT ARE YHG TDP RFNKVFNRGMSDE SRR
BpICOMT AGG91492.1 HSLRTLPDGHVERL YGLEPVCKFL TKNEDGYS I ABLEL MNQDKVLMESWY T LKDAYLEGG IPFNKATGMTEF E THCRDBRFNKVFNKGNSDH SRS
MAdCOMT ABI54119.1 MSLRTLPDGKVERLYGLEFVCKFL TKEEDGHS 1B CLMNODKVLMESWYRILKDAYLEGG IPFNKAYGHMTAFE THG TDPRFNKVFNKGHEDH S JREE!
PICOMT AF278575.1 LTCSLELLPDGKVERL YGLAPVCKF LTKNEDGVSRSP LCLMNQDKVLMESWY Y LKDABLEGG IPFNKAYGMTAFE YHG TOPRFNKVFNKGHSDHS RS
PtrCOMT Q00763.1 i ) LCLMNQDKVLMESWY ¥ LKDAMLAGG IPFNKAYGMTAFE YHG TDPRFNKVFNKGHSDHS IR
PkCOMT Q43046.1 ] 184
PgCOMT KIJ713968 189
CbCOMT 023760.1 284
RcCOMT XP 002525818.1 279
PACOMT Q43609.1 279
PpCOMT XP 007218167.1 279
RchCOMT BAC78827.1 279
EcCOMT AADS50440.1 ﬁP\ 280
EgCOMT CAA52814.1 i YP<1 GINFDLPHVIEDAP 280
FvCOMT XP_004307899.1 |MGVISeIbysiaual; S dane\ (YPSIKGINFDLPHYIEDAPNY 'GGDMF*I(“IP}uDAIFWJ'ICHDWDEHL i 279
JcCOMT ACT87981.1 TITMKK ILETYKGREGLTSBVDVGGGTGA mwsmp B(GINFDLPHVI@DAPYPGVEHV('GDMFV”VPI’EDAIFMFWIFHDW.E EHCLKF I
BpCOMT ACB41351.2 TITMKK ILETYKGFEGLTSEVDVGGG TCAYLEMIVSK YPS IR INFDLPHY IEDAPSYPGVEHVGGDMFYSYPKGDAIFMKWI CHDWSDERCLKF g
BnCOMT ABG27066.1 I THRKILE T TKGREG LBSHVDVGGG TG AVLEMI vSlYPS TKG INFDLPHVIEDAR BYP GVERVGGDMFVSYPKGDAI FMKWI CHDWSDEHCLKF [PYR)
BplCOMT AGG91492.1 T1THRK ILETYEGFEGLTSEVOVGGGTGAVLEHI VSKYPS ST INFDLPHY I EDAPEYPGVEHVGGDMFVSYPRGDA IFMKWI CHDWSDEHCLKP [ERR)
MdCOMT ABI54119.1 »’D'JC&GT&.-A"LNMIVSY&PCIKGINFDLPH‘/IEDAP PGVEHVGGDMFYSYPKGDAIFMEWI CHDWSDEHCLKF Q)
PtICOMT AF278575.1 BN VSKYPSIKG INFDLPHY IEDAPSRPGVEHVGCDMRVSYPK MKW CHOWSDIHCLKF PR
PtrCOMT Q00763.1 TITWI’ILETYF(;FEFLTS VFGGTGAV Iv’SI&x’PﬂIwINFDLPHVIEDAPYPFVEHWHDMFV SYPK| MKWI CHDWSDEHCLKF B
PkCOMT Q43046.1 8 quHMDMFMPw M CHOWSDEHCLKF (PR
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[ 5 PgCOMT 5 HAWA P COMT I 2 FE IR 741 b #5 . CbCOMT: MiliZcfi; ReCOMT: HJiR; PACOMT: Jm#k; PpCOMT: Efk; RchCOMT: J Z&;
EcCOMT: 75#%; EgCOMT: XIJEkE; FvCOMT: B #idg; JcCOMT: R ; BpCOMT: FEAHE; BnCOMT: *2jfk; BpCOMT: [1#; MACOMT: 2R
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Fig. 5 Amino acid alignment of PgCOMT with COMT in other plants. CbCOMT: Clarkia breweri; RecCOMT: Ricinus communis; PACOMT: Prunus
dulcis; PpCOMT: P. persica; RchCOMT: Rosa chinensis; ECCOMT: Eucalyptus camaldulensis; EGCOMT: E. gunnii; FvCOMT: Fragaria vesca;
JcCOMT: Jatropha curcas; BpCOMT: Betula pendula; BnCOMT: Boehmeria nivea; BpCOMT: Betula platyphylla; MACOMT: Malus domestica;
PtCOMT: Populus tomentosa; PtrCOMT: P. tremuloides; PkCOMT: P. kitakamiensis.
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Fig. 6 Relative expression of PgCOMT in seed coat of different pomegranate cultivars
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Fig. 7 Relative expression of PgCOMT in pomegranate seed coat at different developmental stages
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